The Baggara Tribes
plague by injections, of treating human diseases, of
the simplest scientific methods of increasing honey
production and building good grass houses, in all of
which help and advice can only be given to a tribe pre-
pared to receive it, and for which these pupils would
act as propagandists.
A more immediate appeal to the Baggara can be made
by prophylactic treatment for cattle plague, and with
ample supplies of serum and vaccine it is possible to
suppress both rinderpest and bovine pleuro-pneumonia.
The keeping of adequate supplies of fresh serum in the
further west is a problem that has not yet been solved,
and the persuasion of the Baggara to receive treatment
and accept strict quarantine requires patient explanation
and firm measures for some time yet.
Medical work is to some extent limited by the conditions
of the country which must remain a breeding ground of
malaria, guinea-worm and bilharzia for an indefinite
period. Syphilis, once rampant, is now apparently dis-
appearing under treatment, but, unfortunately, gonorrhoea
is increasing. The very easy moral code of the Baggara,
which places practically no restriction on sexual inter-
course with unmarried or divorced women who are no
longer virgins, is a serious factor in spreading this disease,
and the tackling of this disease in the towns, still the
main source of infection, is a matter of urgency. The
most spectacular, and therefore politically very valuable,
triumphs of the Medical Department have been in opera-
tions, which have often had to be done in most difficult
conditions during Horse Shows. The enormous relief
given to a nomad by successful surgical treatment of
hernia or hydrocele causes him to regard it as little short
of miraculous. A lot of propaganda work remains to be
done, however, before these procrastinating people can be
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